
Open-Air Museum Lehde
The Spreewald in your pocket

Rediscover Brandenburg’s 

oldest open-air museum!

Service · Opening hours · Open-Air Museum Lehde
Daily 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. (April to September), daily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (October)
Information and program booking: 
An der Giglitza 1a · 03222 Lübbenau / Lehde 
Tel: +49 3573-870 2440 · E-Mail: museum@osl-online.de
Internet: www.museums-entdecker.de          facebook/museumsentdecker
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The farmstead in Burg (Bórkowy) around 1916
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Welcome to the 19th century!
Join us on a journey through the diverse Spreewald 
cultural landscape and discover typical houses and farms 
in the villages of Lehde, Burg and in the outer Spreewald. 
Four historic farmsteads have been rebuilt here in the 
heart of Lehde. You can see rooms furnished in original style 
and experience rural community life and work in the 
19th and early 20th centuries. 

The heart of the Spreewald consists of a myriad of waterways 
and little islands. Farmers’ lives are governed by the flow of water 
and the turning of the seasons. In 1840 everything really 
happened “under one roof” on the farm in Lehde. 
Discover the big bed where the whole family slept. The family 
lived in a farm house known as a “byre-dwelling”, which they shared 
with the livestock. Find out what the farmer did in winter and 
what the cow was up to indoors. Where there is water, there are 
also fish. Spreewald residents enjoyed an abundance of fish.

Baking, celebrating, everyone pitching in – good neighbours 
are especially important if you live in isolated areas like the 
Spreewald of the 19th century. The village had a communal 
bakery. Here local people baked bread together every 
two to four weeks. Community cooperation was particularly 
important when disaster loomed. Discover the historical 
fire-fighting equipment of the Lehde fire department and find out 
what night watchman’s duties were. You can find out why 
the barge builder replaced the farrier in the Spreewald village. 
Learn how a real Spreewald barge was constructed in the 
oldest barge workshop in Lehde.

The “double living area house” from Burg gives an idea of how the modern 
era and the effects of war suddenly arrived in the Spreewald area in 1916. 
The courtyard complex includes the small gallery stall, the stable barn, 
barge shed and a washing area where the laundry is washed with soap 
and washboard, just like in our great-grandmothers’ day. At the adventure 
sites we show you how a Spreewald log house is built and how thatched 
roofs protect against rain and sun. Find out how the farmers in Burg 
made a living from agriculture, try milking a cow yourself and learn in 
the barn cinema how cucumbers thrive in the Spreewald.

The farmstead in the outer Spreewald area consists of the oldest 
building in the museum, the Kittlitz house from 1775, the gallery 
stable, where you can discover the traditional handicrafts of potters, 
rope makers and clog makers, as well as the Suschow house, 
where elderly farmers lived in their retirement. It shows life around 
1820 with a tiled stove and “black kitchen”. In the cottage garden 
you will find medicinal herbs, Spreewald vegetable plants and colourful 
flowers. Tasting is allowed! In Haus Kittlitz you will hear some old 
Spreewald legends and learn about customs and traditions such as 
Sorbian Easter eggs and local festivals and celebrations. Meet Spreewald 
residents and get to know their culture: Sorbian language and music, 
the “Spintestube” (spinning room), the traditional costume. 
Find out how the Spreewald first became a tourist hotspot.

The Kilko farm in the village of Lehde tells the story of how a 
Spreewald farmer got rich. The famous Spreewald vegetables 
cucumber and horseradish had starring roles in this story. 
Koal family’s horseradish manufacture with its historical machines 
shows how the vegetables got from the field into jars. Here you can find 
out what makes pickled Spreewald cucumbers and hot horseradish 
so special. Discover in the cooperage how wooden barrels are made.

19th century 
adventures

Museum department 
store meets ...

... the original 
Spreewald railway 

Saxony’s fortress 
in Brandenburg

Mine in 
the palace

The artistic face 
of the Lausitz

The Lehde farm (Lědy) around 1840

Life in the village community

The farmstead in the outer Spreewald area – 
House Kittlitz (Dłopje) from 1775 and 
House Suschow (Zušow) from around 1820

The Kilko farm around 1920 and the 
horseradish manufacture of the Koal family

The magical winter barge trip 
starts at the Großen Spreewaldhafen 
Lübbenau (the Great Spreewald 
Harbour Lübbenau). Some jolly gnomes 
accompany you on the journey 
to the Freilandmuseum Lehde 
(Lehde Open Air Museum). 
Let yourself be inspired by Christmas 
as it used to be! Illuminated rooms, 
a Christmas craft market 
and special Christmas traditions 
await you. First and second Advent weekend

Info and tickets: Tel: +49 (0) 3542-2225 · www.spreewaldweihnacht.de

Unique in Germany: Take a barge 
to the Christmas market!

Two markets – one barge trip

Open-Air
Museum

Lehde

Adventure
Mining
Lakeland

Senftenberg

Fortress

Palace Fine Art
Collection
Lusatia

Open-Air
Museum

Lehde Spreewald

Lübbenau
Railway

Gifts

Interesting

reading

Things to admire

Yummy snacks

Visit our museum shops in:
Open-Air Museum Lehde
Spreewald Museum Lübbenau
Palace and Fortress Senftenberg

Post Cards
Toys

There are beautiful and unique things    
from the region in our museum shops!
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The Lehde farm 
around 1840
The byre-dwelling – 
everything under one roof
The big family bed 150 years ago
What did the farmer do in winter?
The cow indoors
Fishing

The farmstead in 
Burg around 1916
“Doppelstubenhaus“ – 
two generations under one roof
Loyalty to the emperor and modernity
House building in the Spreewald
Doing everything by barge
Agriculture in the Spreewald
The barn cinema

1

Life in the village 
community
Bread was baked in the 
community oven.
Carl Richter’s barge workshop in 1910
To the glory of God and the protection of 
thy neighbours – the Lehde fire brigade

The farmstead in the outer 
Spreewald area – House Kittlitz 
1775 and House Suschow 1820
“Altenteil“ – a new home for retired farmers
The black kitchen
Legends and myths of the Spreewald
“Spinte” (spinning-meetings), language, 
costumes – traditions in the Spreewald 
Sorbian easter eggs
Special occasions – celebrating weddings 
and traditional holidays
Early tourism 
Meet hardworking craftsmen ...
Experience ropemaking, pottery, clog carving
Culture barn – for events and to rent
A farm woman’s pride – the cottage garden

5 The Kilko farm around 
1920 and the horseradish 
manufacture of the Koal family
Prosperity – the front parlour
Barrels for pickling – the cooperage
Southern fruits perish quickly, 
pickled cucumber lasts – 
from cucumber and horseradish
Iron assistants – agricultural technology
Apple, pear and plum trees – the orchard

Inn 
»Zum fröhlichen Hecht«

P Towards Dorfstraße

Ticket office 1

H Barge jetty

Dreaming in the hay

P
Towards Dorfstraße

How do you build 
a Spreewald barge?

Cottage garden

Picnic area

Culture barn

Inn »Oppott«

Orchard

Ticket office 2 and 
Museum shop

Buy beautiful and unique 
things from the region 
in our museum shop!

Picnic area

Building a house

Doing laundry like in 
great-grandma’s time

Milking cows

Run around in wooden clogs

Water the fruit trees

 

Barge puzzles

Pickle cucumbers

How do 
you build 
a bucket?

Toilets

Legends from 
the Spreewald

Basics of the 
Sorbian language

Play traditional 
children’s games

Open-Air Museum Lehde
The Spreewald in your pocket
Our site plan will guide you through the 
museum with its four farmsteads. 
The site has two entrances/ exits. 

Circuit: from the ticket office 2 with the large museum 
shop, you can reach the barge jetty at the ticket office 1 
walking through the village of Lehde, as well as the 
car park and the hiking trails – all within in 5 minutes.

 Historic buildings tend to be a little wonky – 
 when entering the houses, please pay attention 
 to uneven floors and low ceilings. 
 We do not accept liability for any accidents 
 that might happen.

 We are animal friendly and welcome four-legged
 visitors. Please keep your dog on a leash 
 out of consideration for other guests!

 Please note that smoking is prohibited 
 on the entire museum site to protect 
 the historic buildings!

 Adventure sites and interactive stations – 
 here you can experience the 19th century! 
 Please use the stations with care and put 
 everything back in place.

Open-Air
Museum

Lehde Our 

exhibition 

texts are

 translated into 

English.
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